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Interview With the President 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
With Editors and News Directors. 
November 17, 1978 


THE PreEsIDENT. I'll have to apologize for 
interrupting your meeting. [Laughter] 

As we’ve done on many occasions with 
groups like this, I generally outline, just 
in a few minutes, what particular respon- 
sibilities I have today, as an example, and 
then spend all the time we have possible, 
answering your questions. 


ADMINISTRATION POLICIES 


The major emphasis that we are plac- 
ing on domestic affairs is to control infla- 
tion. And on a daily basis almost—even 
more—I meet with special groups who 
come here to the White House for brief- 
ings about the parameters of our effort, 
the degree of possibility for success, what 
role they can play in making our anti-in- 
flation effort successful, and letting them 
know what I have done in the past and 
will do concerning budgets, stabilizing of 
the dollar, reducing the deficit, establish- 
ment of priorities in Government spend- 
ing, administration, rooting out corrup- 
tion and waste, as well. 

Yesterday I sent out, for instance, a 
very strong and specific request to the 500 


largest business leaders in the Nation. 
And we are making the same kind of ef- 
fort with others around the country. 

I’m spending a good bit of time each 
week putting the preliminary decisions 
down concerning the 1980 fiscal year 
budget. Following those general discus- 
sions with OMB, Office of Management 
and Budget, then I will meet specifically 
with the agency heads to go over their 
appeals, and I’Il listen to specific propos- 
als. 

We’ve got a personnel hiring freeze still 
on. When vacancies occur, they can only 
fill half the vacancies. That will be main- 
tained until we reach a certain level and 
then will be modified as I deem it neces- 
sary. 

In international affairs we are conduct- 
ing our share of the Mideast negotiations. 
I met yesterday with Vice President Mu- 
barak from Egypt. After that he met with 
Defense Minister Weizman of Israel. 
Weizman has now gone back to Israel, 
and Mubarak will be going back to Egypt 
tomorrow. I think this entire process has 
been much more time-consuming and dif- 
ficult than I had anticipated, after Camp 
David had resolved, as Mr. Mubarak said 
yesterday, 90 percent of all the issues that 
separate Egypt from Israel. 

In a nonpublicized way—not a secret 
way, but a nonpublicized way—we are 
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continuing our discussions with the Soviet 
Union on a wide range of subjects, SALT 
being the most important of all. 

And we are also engaged in pursuing 
our own Nation’s influence in Rhodesia, 
in Namibia, trying to bring about a set- 
tlement of the disputes in Nicaragua. We 
are actively engaged in all of those. 

These are some of the kinds of ques- 
tions that come before me on a daily basis. 

I think we’ve made good success in the 
last 2 years. The 95th Congress record, 
I thought, was superb. We have gotten 
additional good information in the last 24 
hours about net farm income going up 
substantially. The rate of farm exports 
has been growing regularly. And we’ve 
got, I think, in general, a good record 
there. Unemployment has gone down. 
We do not anticipate a recession next 
year. We’ll be doing the best we can to 
have a balanced improvement in the eco- 
nomic situation in our country. 


I think it might be best now to answer 
your questions. And following this, I have 


a very important meeting with my daugh- 


ter Amy and with Mickey Mouse. 
[Laughter] It’s Mickey Mouse’s 50th 
birthday, as you may have heard. 


QUESTIONS 


RESULTS OF THE ELECTION 


Q. Mr. President, does the conservative 
trend in last week’s election concern you 
about your legislative proposals you are 
planning for the next year? 

Tue Present. [’m not sure that 
that’s an accurate description. The trend 
is much less noticeable than was originally 
thought. There were some Senators de- 
feated who were considered to be liberal. 
But I think, in balance, the Congress at- 
titude has not substantially changed. And 
as you know, out of 435 Members in the 
House, only 12 seats shifted toward the 
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Republicans, which was, I’m sure, a dis- 
appointment to them. 

I think, however, that liberals and con- 
servatives, Democrats and Republicans, 
got a clear message from the electorate— 
during the campaign, primarily, not just 
the results of the campaign—that tight 
budget constraints are in order, control of 
inflation is the top priority among poor 
people and also those who are more afflu- 
ent, and that waste and corruption in 
government must be rooted out, and an 
administrative capability and efficiency 
has to be demonstrated. 

So I think this has been obvious to us. 
It was obvious to me when I ran for Presi- 
dent in the response of audiences and 
the kinds of questions that I got. And I 
emphasized this, as you know, in my own 
campaign platform commitments. But I 
think that message has come through 
loud and clear without regard to the po- 
litical spectrum placement. 


VISIT TO MEXICO 


Q. Mr. President, your next visit to 
Mexico—is the oil issue or illegals’ en- 
trance on the agenda? 

Tue Present. We have not yet 
worked out an agenda with President 
Lopez Portillo. But I don’t have any 
doubt that both those items would be on 
the agenda, among probably 15 or 20 
other things. 

Q. Did you hear about the steel wall on 
the border to stop the illegal entrance into 
the United States? There is a tremendous 
protest from Mexican Americans, Spanish 
leaders. 

THE PrEsIDENT. You mean the fence 
that was 

QO. Yes. 

Tue Present. Yes, that was a seri- 
ous mistake. It was something that I 
never knew about until I read about it 
in the newspaper. But any sort of fencing 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1978 


device that would injure people is cer- 
tainly contrary to my own inclinations. 


CETA FUNDS 


Q. Continuing on the text of the 
Mexico border, it seems like, down 
through the years, we’ve been pouring 
billions and billions and billions of Fed- 
eral aid through multitudes of govern- 
mental programs into the border. It’s 
seeming to do little more than sustain the 
status quo of poverty. Isn’t it about time 
for some new approaches to ending 
double-digit unemployment and _three- 
generation chains of dependency? In other 
words, doesn’t anybody know that what’s 
being done down there is not working? 

Tue Present. The first state visit I 
had after I became President was from 
President Lopez Portillo. And Secretary 
of State Vance, my own wife, and the 
Vice President have all visited Mexico al- 
ready. We are deeply aware of a need for 
closer working relationships between our 
country and Mexico in a broad range of 
things. 

Q. I’m not talking about Mexico. I am 
talking about our situation along the bor- 
der, those of us who live on the border. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, well, I didn’t 
understand your question. Perhaps you 
could rephrase it. 

Q. Well, it seems like all the money is 
going just to maintain the status quo, that 
is not very profitable. 

THE PresipENT. What kind of money? 

Q. CETA money, this kind of program 
money, welfare money. 

THe PRESIDENT. Well, I think that situ- 
ation probably can be assessed critically 
throughout the Nation. All of these pro- 
grams were designed by Congress and 
ultimately approved by me or ny prede- 
cessors, with a genuine attempt to focus 
the aid and to focus the training in jobs 
where it’s most needed. 
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As you know, in the CETA program, in 
particular, the basic decisions are made at 
the local level of government. When I 
was Governor, I was personally the chair- 
man of the CETA committee in Georgia. 
Other Governors didn’t do that; some do. 
But the basic decisions on who gets jobs, 
who gets training, and what responsibili- 
ties are placed on those who receive Fed- 
eral benefits are made by mayors, by pri- 
vate groups, by benevolent organizations, 
nonprofit groups, by county officials, and 
Governors. And the Federal Government 
responsibility is to assure that the laws are 
not violated. 

We have had, since I’ve been in office, 
a massive examination or monitoring of 
the allocation of CETA funds to make 
sure that illegalities were rooted out. 
These have been very embarrassing, as 
you noticed, to several large municipal 
administrations throughout the coun- 
try—i think most of them are Demo- 
cratic; it hadn’t been partisan in nature 
at all. 

But the Congress, in this most recent 
session, has tightened up greatly on the 
CETA law, and I think that any abuses 
that have been obvious in the past will be 
much less likely in the future. That’s al- 
ways a problem with welfare, any kind 
of aid or education. 


OIL PRICE INCREASE AND INFLATION 


Q. Mr. President, what would a 10- 
percent increase in OPEC prices do to 
your anti-inflation plans? 

THE Present. It would not help at 
all. [Laughter] 

Q. How far would it set it back? 

Tue Preswwent. Well, Secretary Blu- 
menthal is now on a trip to visit with 
some of the leaders among the OPEC 
nations. I think the best way that we can 
prevent an excessive increase in price, 


2063 





Nov. 18 


whatever it might be, is to prove to those 
nations that there will be a stable dollar— 
because they get paid in dollars for oil; 
that our own leadership, mine in this 
country and ours throughout the world, 
will be to stabilize the value of all cur- 
rencies, that is, to hold down inflation; 
and also that we are shifting as strongly 
as possible away from an overdependence 
on imported oil, which means that a lim- 
ited supply will meet the needs of those 
who cannot go to other sources of oil, gas, 
coal, alternate energy sources. 

But I think that in the past 2 years, 
certainly since I’ve been in office, the 
OPEC leaders—Saudi Arabia, Iran, and 
others—have been very responsible. Most 
of their foreign holdings are tied to either 
property or bonds, where inflation hurts 
them substantially with their net mone- 
tary resources. 

And we'll do all we can, in addition to 
what I’ve already done, to hold down in- 
flation and to stabilize the value of the 
dollar. And we’ll convince them that any 
unwarranted increase in OPEC prices 
would have a destabilizing effect on in- 
flation, not only in our country but 
throughout the world. 


FARM SET-ASIDE PROGRAMS 


Q. Mr. President, a lot of farmers in 
Iowa, where I’m from, and I think else- 
where were disappointed that you waited 
as long as you did to announce the feed 
grain program and were disappointed in 
its contents. Could you tell us whether 
you waited specifically until the election 
was over to make that announcement, 
and why you decided against a somewhat 
more generous program that would have 


had larger set-asides and higher pay- 
ments? 


THE PrEsIDENT. No, I didn’t wait until 
after the election. The normal time for 
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me to make that announcement was No- 
vember 15. 

Q. [Inaudible] 

Tue PresipenT. Well, it was. But last 
year, I think you know, we made the 
announcement after Christmas. 

There was a need for us to get the No- 
vember figures on crop production and 
grain supplies on hand, which came in 
the day before I made the announcement, 
which was last week. And those results 
did influence my decision. I waited until 
then. Mr. Hjort * came over to meet with 
me and my advisers, and we set the stand- 
ards. 

I think that what we established as 
feed grain regulations and the price level 
is the best one that I can devise. But there 
is no way to satisfy the needs of everyone, 
or the desires of everyone or the demands 
of every interest group, even from us farm- 
ers, and I am a farmer familiar with the 
needs. 

We do have a very high level of feed 
grains on hand, but we are trying as hard 
as we can to increase our exports and to 
have stabilized prices. And as I'd like to 
remind you, farm net income has gone up 
25 percent. We will probably export $27 
billion in farm supplies this year to other 
countries. I think we’ve made very good 
success in the roughly 1 year that we’ve 
had a new agricultural program at hand. 

I don’t have anything about which to 
apologize on the feed grain program it- 
self nor the date that it was issued. I think 
it’s been issued in adequate time to plan 
for next spring’s planting, which will 
come probably no earlier in any part of 
the country than early March. So, the 


*Howard W. Hjort, Director, Economics, 
Policy Analysis and Budget, Department of 
Agriculture. 
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farmers have adequate time to prepare 
for next year’s planting. 


ANTI-INFLATION PROGRAM 


Q. Mr. President, today NBC and the 
Associated Press released the results of 
their latest poll, which is on the economy 
and inflation. The poll was taken earlier 
in the week. Relative to the economy, only 
13 percent of those questioned said they 
felt the economy would get better in the 
next year; 53 percent said they thought 
it would get worse. On inflation, 58 per- 
cent said that would get worse. What does 
this tell you about your effort in the anti- 
inflation program and the work that’s 
ahead? 

THE PReEsIDENT. It proves how neces- 
sary it is. You know, the American peo- 
ple are genuinely concerned about the 
future of the economy; so am I. And it’s 
not only a burning political issue—which 
is of secondary importance, but an impor- 
tant thing—but it also is important for 
me, as President, to make sure I have a 
prosperous and a strong and secure nation 
that I lead. 

There is no doubt that the number one 
concern of the American people at this 
point is inflation. A year and a half ago, 
the number one concern of the American 
people was unemployment. And the rea- 
son that we have shifted that legitimate 
concern of the American people is because 
we've had remarkable and unanticipated 
success in putting people back to work. 
We've had a net increase, as you know, 
of about 7 million jobs since the Congress 
acted early in 1977. 

But I share that concern with them. 
And many economists have even pre- 
dicted that we’re going to have a reces- 
sion or depression next year. We don’t 
think we will. 


But the best way to prevent a recession 
is to make sure that our anti-inflation 
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program is effective. I’m dedicated to it. 
I'll do everything I can, within the legal 
constraints placed on me as President, to 
succeed in this effort. And I don’t think 
we ll have a recession. And I am not going 
to impose any mandatory wage and price 
controls. Between those two parameters, 
which are not incompatible, I think we 
will be successful enough so that the gen- 
uine concerns of the American people are 
not realized. 


J.S. TRADE BALANCE 


Q. Mr. President, one of the factors, of 
course, in inflation is our balance of pay- 
ments vis-a-vis foreign governments. Re- 
cently, Dr. Peter Krogh, who is the dean 
of the Foreign Service School at George- 
town University, said in a speech that he 
was talking to an American businessman, 
who said that he can’t compete with the 
Japanese; they've got two governments 
working for them—theirs and ours. And 
by that he meant that our Government 
was not doing enough to help in our ex- 
port programs. Do you have anything to 
add to that or comment upon that? 

Tue Preswent. No. I think that we 
will have a substantial reduction in 1979 
in our balance of trade deficit ; some have 
estimated a 30 or 35 percent reduction. 
Our adverse trade balance this year is in 
the neighborhood of $30 billion. The 
prime cause of it is $45 billion worth of 
oil imports. 

Under Secretary Kreps, the Commerce 
Secretary, under my own leadership, we, 
and my whole administration, has tried to 
encourage exports of American products. 
And they have been increasing. 

I just mentioned agricultural exports 
as an example, since it has already been 
raised. Last year, in 1977, we had a very 
low average price for agricultural prod- 
ucts. But we still set all-time record in 
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export volume in dollars, $24 billion, this 
year we'll pass $27 billion. 

I just signed a new agricultural export 
bill, while I was in Kansas recently, that 
will let us make short-term loans for those 
who'll buy agricultural products. It au- 
thorizes the establishment of trade offices 
in nations that are potential customers, 
to let them know about the offer, the ex- 
cellent products that we have to sell. 

I think we’re doing everything we can 
within legal bounds to encourage export 
sales. The final responsibility, however, is 
on the producers of those products, in a 
competitive world market, to sell their 
own goods. And I don’t know the gentle- 
man to whom you refer, but some people 
say if you put a total barrier against im- 
ports, we can have a better chance to sell 
our exports. That’s obviously a fallacious 
argument. Open trade opportunities are 
much better for both sides. But in liter- 
ally dozens of cases every month, I have 
people, who want to have every possibility 
to sell their own products, come and ask 
me to erect trade barriers or tariffs or 
quotas that would prevent any competi- 
tion from coming in and challenging 
them. But Americans benefit greatly from 
open trade. 

And Bob Strauss is now negotiating in 
Europe for a multilateral trade negotia- 
tion agreement, which I think will help. 
But we’re doing all we can to improve ex- 
ports and to cut down on unnecessary 
imports, like excessive oil purchases. 


WAGE AND PRICE CONTROLS 


Q. Mr. President, Senator Nelson of 
Wisconsin, 2 weeks ago, suggested that 
your voluntary wage-price control pro- 
gram would not work and that it be sub- 
stituted with a mandatory program for 
the top 400 companies and unions. Why 
would that not work? 
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Tue Preswent. I don’t know of any 
case where mandatory price and wage 
controls have ever worked. 

I have said that I have no intention 
of asking the Congress for that authority, 
which I do not have under the law, nor 
to impose wage and price controls in a 
mandatory way—even if I had the au- 
thority—except in time of national emer- 
gency, when I thought the security of our 
Nation was endangered. And that’s a 
pretty tight constraint, which I don’t ever 
anticipate occurring while I’m in office. 

Even if I asked the Congress for man- 
datory controls, I don’t think we could 
get 10 percent to support it. It’s an idle 
debate. And as long as I’m in the White 
House, I have no intention of mandatory 
price and wage controls. 

Q. Even on a limited basis? 

THE Presivent. No. We are monitor- 
ing the prices of those 400 top producers 
of goods in our country—500, as a matter 
of fact. And if they should exceed our 
voluntary price guidelines, we have some 
fairly effective measures to use to encour- 
age compliance. 

We've asked them to restrict their price 
increases to one-half percent below the 
increases they’ve experienced the last 2 
years, and we’re getting a very good re- 
sponse from the business community in 
this early stage. It’s not apparent yet, be- 
cause the details of the standards, which 
are so very complicated, have not yet been 
completely devised nor promulgated. 

But I think mandatory wage and price 
controls would be ill advised. I see no 
prospect of them being imposed in our 
country. 


EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING PROGRAMS 


Q. With the high unemployment 
among black teenagers in this country, is 
the administration going to offer any kind 
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of incentive for the private sector to bear 
some of the costs of on-the-job training 
oriented programs? 

THE Preswent. Yes. We have more 
than doubled both the public service job 
possibilities and also the encouragement 
of private employment, with Government 
incentives of all kinds—tax breaks, a 
sharing of costs of hiring new people and 
training programs on the job—in the pri- 
vate sector. 

We've also had good success from the 
business leaders—the National Associa- 
tion of Businessmen and _ others—in 
putting into effect their own voluntary 
programs, where the Government is only 
slightly involved. 

We’ve made some progress. I think the 
reduction of unemployment has made it 
possible now to focus more and more on 
the chronically unemployed—those who 
are most difficult to employ and the first 
ones to be fired if things go the wrong 
way. And as you know, the primary group 
that has not yet been helped is the young 
group, minorities in particular. 

I think that we have not backed off at 
all from the level, the very high level of 
Federal job opportunities and encourage- 
ment of private job opportunities that we 
initiated at the beginning of our employ- 
ment drive 15 or 18 months ago. Even in 
spite of inflation, that emphasis is still 
being maintained. 


TEXTILE INDUSTRY 


Q. I come from a highly textile part 
of the country, and they’re concerned 
over the textile tariff bill that you vetoed. 
What was your particular problem with 
it, your main objection? 

Tue Present. I think it was com- 
pletely counterproductive as far as help- 
ing the textile industry itself. What it did, 
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in effect, was say that in the multilateral 
trade negotiations, which opens up in- 
creased opportunities for trade in textile 
and all other products, that we could not 
even discuss or negotiate on the subject of 
textiles. Had that bill been signed into 
law, the entire effort on multilateral trade 
negotiations would have broken down. 

We’ve had very good response from the 
labor unions who represent textile work- 
ers, because of the veto. And as you know, 
in certain areas where textiles are in- 
volved, we have negotiated bilateral 
agreements with individual nations to 
hold down the level of their textile ship- 
ments to us. 

But I’m deeply concerned. We have 
about 60, 65,000 textile jobs in Georgia. 
And I know that South Carolina and 
North Carolina and others have a simi- 
lar, even more greater dependence. 

But I just don’t think the bill was ad- 
visable at all and, in my opinion, would 
ultimately hurt the textile industry as 
badly as it would other industries in our 
country. 

Mr. Wourre-. Thank you, sir. 

THE Present. Thank all of you. I 
would like, if you don’t have any objec- 
tion, to get a photograph with each one 
of you. [Laughter] That'll take 2 or 3 
minutes. But—yes? 


CYPRUS NEGOTIATIONS 


Q. I’d like to ask you, Mr. President, 
on the Cyprus issue, do you feel that there 
has been any progress after lifting the 
embargo? 

THE PrEsIDENT. Yes, there has been 
progress; there has been progress. 

Q. Can you be more detailed? 

Tue Presiwent. No. I think this is 
something that ought to be handled very 
privately among the leaders involved. 

As you know, both in Greece and Tur- 
key, among the Turkish Cypriots and the 
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Greek Cypriots, they really prefer to ne- 
gotiate with one another without our 
country being involved directly. And 
when a third party is required to organize 
or to enhance the discussions, almost 
everyone agrees that it ought to be the 
United Nations, rather than us. 

So, although progress has been made, 
compared to what it was before the em- 
bargo was lifted, I’m not at liberty to dis- 
cuss the status of the negotiations. 

If you all would just come by, and we 
will get a photograph made. 

I want to thank you again for being 
with us. I didn’t thank you at the be- 
ginning, but it’s very helpful to me to 
have you come to the White House and 
meet with my own staff and ask me your 
good questions. 


NOTE: The interview began at 1:17 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the While House. Walter 
W. Wurfel is Deputy Press Secretary. 

The transcript of the interview was released 
on November 18. 


Leo J. Ryan 


Statement on the Death of the Representative 


From California. November 19, 1978 

I am saddened by the death of Con- 
gressman Leo J. Ryan, an educator who 
went on to a 22-year career of public serv- 
ice at the local, State, and national levels. 

His concern for environmental values 
led him to the chairmanship of the Govy- 
ernment Operations Subcommittee on 
Environment, Energy, and Natural Re- 
sources, where he became an authority 
on the problems of nuclear waste disposal. 

Congressman Ryan had taught in the 


Watts ghetto to gain an understanding 


of educational issues in the slums and once 
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spent a week as a voluntary prisoner to 
examine penitentiary conditions. It was 
this drive to get his information at first 
hand that led to his tragic death. 
Rosalynn and I join his family and his 
constituents in their shock and grief. 


NOTE: Congressman Ryan was killed on No- 
vember 18 by members of the People’s Temple, 
a religious cult, during his investigation of the 
People’s Temple commune in Jonestown, 
Guyana. 


Death of Three Newsmen 
in Guyana 


Statement by the White House Press Secreiary. 
November 20, 1978 


The President has asked me to convey 
the shock and grief both he and the First 
Lady share over the deaths of the three 
American newsmen in Guyana. 

He wishes to express his deepest con- 
dolences to the families of Don Harris 
and Robert Brown, of the National 
Broadcasting Corporation, and Gregory 
Robinson, of the San Francisco Examiner. 
These three men were all hard-driving, 
talented professionals who lost their lives 
while pursuing the highest traditions of 
journalism. 

On behalf of the President, Vice Presi- 
dent Mondale is personally calling their 
families to express his sympathies and 
condolences. 


NOTE: The three newsmen were killed on 
November 18 by members of the People’s 
Temple, while accompanying Congressman 
Leo J. Ryan on his investigation of the Peo- 
ple’s Temple commune in Jonestown, Guyana. 

Press Secretary Jody Powell read the state- 
ment at 2 p.m. to reporters assembled in the 
Briefing Room at the White House. 
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First Anniversary of the 
National Women’s Conference 


Statement by the President. 
November 20, 1978 


I take great pleasure in marking the 1 
year anniversary of the first National 
Women’s Conference in Houston, Texas. 
I think the most meaningful manner in 
which I can take note of that historic 
occasion is to call, once again, for ratifica- 
tion of the equal rights amendment. 

Many women who were delegates to 
Houston and to the State conventions 
which preceded the Houston conference, 
were active in the recent successful effort 
to extend the ratification deadline 3 more 
years. My administration and members of 
my family enthusiastically supported that 
effort. 

This week women all over the country 
who attended the Houston conference are 
measuring the progress on the plan of 
action they adopted 1 year ago. I have 
recently released a report indicating my 
administration’s action in furtherance of 
that plan for women’s equality. 

We will continue to work to realize 
other goals set forth by the women’s con- 
ference. It is in the national interest for 
all citizens to participate fully in every 
part of American life. 


Advisory Committee for Trade 
Negotiations 
Appointment of Wayne E. Glenn as a 


Member. November 22, 1978 


The President today announced the 


appointment of Wayne E. Glenn, of 


Nov. 22 


Little Rock, Ark., as a member of the 
Advisory Committee for Trade Negotia- 
tions. Glenn, 54, is acting president of 
the United Paperworkers International 
Union. 


Committee for Purchase from 
the Blind and Other 
Severely Handicapped 


Appointment of Two Members. 


November 22, 1978 


The President today announced the 
appointment of two persons as members 
of the Committee for Purchase from the 
Blind and Other Severely Handicapped. 
They are: 

Rosert B. HEINEMANN, Deputy Director for 
Operations in the Office of Administrative 
Services and Procurement at the Commerce 
Department; 

Diane S. Roupe, vice president for public 
affairs of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Greater New York and a director of Na- 
tional Industries for the Severely Handi- 
capped. 


Presidential Commission on 
World Hunger 


Appointment of Thomas H. Wyman as a 
Member. November 22, 1978 


The President today announced the 
appointment of Thomas H. Wyman, of 
Wayzata, Minn., as a member of the 
Presidential Commission on World Hun- 
ger. Wyman is president and chief execu- 
tive officer of Green Giant Company. 
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President’s Commission on 
Mental Retardation 


Appointment of Six Members. 
November 22, 1978 


The President today announced the 
appointment of six persons as members 
of the President’s Commission on Mental 
Retardation, for terms expiring May 11, 
1981. They are: 


AnprEw I. T. Cuana, of Aiea, Hawaii, direc- 
tor of the Hawaii Department of Social 
Services and Housing; 

HERBERT J. ConHEN, a professor of pediatrics 
at Albert Einstein College of Medicine in 
the Bronx and director of Bronx Develop- 
mental Services, a community mental re- 
tardation services program; 

Rutu W. Diccs, of Norfolk, Va., a professor 
in the Department of Special Education at 
Norfolk State College and a former teacher 
and principal at a school for the mentally 
retarded; 

SuirLtey C. MILter, of Atlanta, chairperson 
of the Human Rights Committee of the 
Atlanta Association for Retarded Citizens 
and winner of awards for her work on be- 
half of the mentally retarded; 

Epwarp J. QUILLIGAN, a professor and asso- 
ciate vice president of health affairs at the 
University of Southern California School of 
Medicine; 

AILEEN A. WeErss, of Columbia, S.C., a speech 
pathologist and head of the speech and 
hearing program for the Military Dependent 
Schools at Fort Jackson, S.C. 


Domestic Artificial Baits and 
Flies Industry 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and the 
President of the Senate Transmitting a Report. 
November 22, 1978 


Dear Mr. 
dent: 


Speaker: (Dear Mr. Presi- 

In accordance with Section 203(b) (2) 
of the Trade Act of 1974, enclosed is a 
report to the Congress setting forth my 
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determination that import relief for the 
U.S. Artificial Bait and Flies Industry is 
not in the national economic interest and 
explaining the reasons for my decision. 
Sincerely, 
Jimmy CarTER 


Import RELIEF—ARTIFICIAL BAITS AND 
FLIES 


As required under Section 203(b) (2) 
of the Trade Act of 1974, I am trans- 
mitting this report to Congress setting 
forth my decision with respect to artificial 
baits and flies covered by the affirmative 
finding on September 21, 1978, of the 
U.S. International Trade Commission 
(USITC) under Section 201(d) (1) of 
the Trade Act. As I have determined not 
to provide import relief, I have included 
the reasons for my decision. 

I have determined that the import re- 
lief is not in the national economic inter- 
est for the following reasons: 

1. Because of the existing large differ- 
ence in prices between imports and like 
or similar domestically produced artificial 
baits and flies the import relief recom- 
mended by the USITC would not be 
effective. Domestically made items sell for 
an average of $6-$7 per dozen. Imports 
sell for an average of $2-$3 per dozen. 
Moreover, the level of imports has barely 
changed over the five years—5.0 million 
dozen were imported in 1974 and 5.1 
million dozen were imported in 1977 even 
though, in the interim, import prices 
dropped 30 percent and domestic prices 
nearly doubled. 

2. Latest (January-April 1978) eco- 
nomic indicators for this industry show an 
improved market situation. Compared to 
a similar period last year, domestic ship- 
ments are up | percent in value, 6 percent 
in quantity, employment increased 12 
percent and the number of hours worked 
are up 50 percent. Finally, the domestic 
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industry’s share of the domestic market 
has improved. 


NOTE: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr., Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, and Walter 
F. Mondale, President of the Senate. 


Domestic Artificial Baits and 
Flies Industry 


Memorandum From the President. 


November 22, 1978 


Memorandum for the Special Represent- 
ative for Trade Negotiations 


Subject: Determination Under Section 
202(b) of the Trade Act; Artificial Baits 
and Flies 

Pursuant to Section 202(b) (1) of the 
Trade Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-618, 88 Stat. 
1978) , I have determined the action I will 
take with respect to the report of the 
United States International Trade Com- 
mission (USITC) dated September 21, 
1978, on the results of its investigation 
concerning artificial baits and flies pro- 
vided for in Item 731.60 of the Tariff 
Schedules of the United States. 

After considering all relevant aspects of 
the case, including those set forth in Sec- 
tion 202(c) of the Trade Act of 1974, 
I have determined that import relief 
would not be in the national economic 
interest. The measure proposed by the 
USITC (removal of these products from 
the GSP program thereby raising the 
tariff on imports from countries eligible 
for GSP benefits to 12.5%) would not 
provide relief in view of the large price 
differences between imports and the do- 
mestically produced items and further- 
more it would contribute to inflation. In 
addition, imports have shown little sig- 


nificant increase during the five years 
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examined, while import prices were re- 
duced 30 percent and domestic prices 
nearly doubled. 
This determination is to be published in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER. 
Jummy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
5:03 p.m., November 22, 1978] 


National Bible Week Dinner 


Remarks Upon Introducing Alec McCowen 
Prior to His Recitation, “St. Mark’s Gospel.” 
November 22, 1978 


Last night, in preparation for my intro- 
ducing the guest performer, I reread the 
Book of Mark and tried to think ahead 
about the experience that we had in store 
for us tonight. It became much more 
obvious to me than it ever had before that 
the Bible is not just a spiritual textbook, 
but it’s an excellent and exciting story, a 
story about Jesus Christ, one of the most 
exciting stories of all time, which some- 
times loses its meaning and its fervor 
when we take each verse apart and try 
to analyze or diagram the verse or probe 
into every single word. There’s obviously 
a time for that, but I think in the proc- 
ess we lose perspective to some degree 
and forget that Christ was a person who 
was alive, dynamic, vigorous, strong, with 
a great sense of humor. 

And we have tonight a great performer 
to tell us this story in a similar fashion to 
what Mark might have used when he 
burst forth to bring his Gospel to the 
world. 

As you know, Mark was an intimate 
friend of Paul, with some ups and downs. 
He was an intimate friend of Peter. And, 
as you know, the Gospel means, in itself, 
sood news. 
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I’ve not seen this performance or heard 
this reading. But I think it is likely that 
we'll hear the story of Christ told not in 
a sad, dreary way of an interesting per- 
son approaching death, but a vibrant 
story of a man who was alive during the 
time he was on Earth and who was alive 
and is alive after death. So, it’s a happy 
story. 

Alec McCowen is a noted performer 
on his own. A small view of his biogra- 
phy is in the program that you have. He 
took upon himself the task of memorizing, 
I believe, 678 verses in Mark. And we’re 
very delighted to have him here with us. 
I talked to him for a few minutes before 
we both came in, and he said it was going 
to be as though he was in his own home 
and among friends. And, Alec, that’s the 
way we look upon you as well. 

Thank you for coming. We look for- 
ward to your reading. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:46 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. 


The 38th annual National Bible Week was 
sponsored by the National Bible Committee, 
Inc. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following listing includes the Pres- 
ident’s daily schedule and other items of 
general interest as announced by the 
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White House Press Office during the pe- 
riod covered by this issue. Events and an- 
nouncements printed elsewhere in the 
issue are not included. 


November 18 


The President announced that U.S. 
Ambassador to the United Nations An- 
drew Young will lead a delegation to the 
Republic of Guinea on the occasion of 
the celebrations of the 20th anniversary 
of that nation’s independence. Ambassa- 
dor Young will be accompanied by 
Mayor Kenneth Gibson of Newark, N.J., 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Wil- 
liam C. Harrop, Paul C. Porter, a Boston 
business consultant, and Richard Trabulsi, 
a Houston businessman. The delegation 
will depart for Conakry, Guinea, Novem- 
ber 20. 

November 20 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Zbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to the 
President for National Security 
Affairs ; 

—the Cabinet; 

—Vice President Walter F. Mondale. 

Chancellor Helmut Schmidt of the 
Federal Republic of Germany telephoned 
the President in the morning. They dis- 
cussed the Middle East, the strategic arms 
limitation talks, the multilateral trade ne- 
gotiations, and other international eco- 
nomic matters of mutual concern. 
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November 21 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 

—Representative Robert C. Krueger of 

Texas; 

—Ambassador Robert S. Strauss, Spe- 
cial Representative for Trade Nego- 
tiations ; 

—Vice President Mondale, Adm. 
Stansfield Turner, Director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence, Hamilton Jordan, 
Assistant to the President, and Dr. 
Brzezinski; 

—Senate Majority Leader Robert C. 
Byrd; 

—Clem Renouf, president of Rotary 
International; 

—Mrs. Carter, for lunch; 

—James T. McIntyre, Jr., Director of 
the Office of Management and 
Budget. 

In a ceremony in the Oval Office, the 
President received a framed copy of the 
1978 Christmas Seals from representa- 
tives of the American Lung Association. 

The White House announced that Tu- 
nisian Prime Minister Hedi Nouira has 
accepted President Carter’s invitation to 
make an official visit to the United States. 
The Prime Minister will arrive in Wash- 
ington November 29 and meet with the 
President and various other senior United 
States officials during his visit. Details of 


the visit are being discussed between the 
two governments. 

The White House announced that the 
President will address the opening session 
of the Democratic National Party Con- 
ference in Memphis, Tennessee, on De- 
cember 8. 

November 22 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 

—Charles L. Schultze, Chairman of 
the Council of Economic Advisers. 

The President left the White House 
to spend the Thanksgiving holiday week- 
end at Camp David, Md. 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Sunday, October 15, no nominations 
were submitted during the period covered by 
this issue. The first session of the 96th Congress 
will begin on Monday, January 15, 1979. 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


NOTE: All releases received by the Office of 
the Federal Register during the period covered 
by this issue have been included in the issue. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: The President completed his considera- 
tion of acts and joint resolutions passed during 
the second session of the 95th Congress on 
November 10, 1978. The first session of the 
96th Congress will begin on Monday, 
January 15, 1979. 
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